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City Administrator’s Weekly Update 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator                    January 6, 2017  
 

●      Town Hall Maintenance: Public Works staff will be working over the next few weeks to make 
some updates to Town Hall. Some maintenance will begin on the restroom in Town Hall, with the 
majority of the work being completed during the week of January 9-13. Public Works will be 
removing the urinal, repairing drywall, repainting, replacing fixtures, and installing a mirror. New 
flooring will also be installed from the restroom extending into the hallway. The main room will then 
have repairs done to drywall and will be painted the week of January 23-27.  Weather permitting, we 
hope to wrap up all this by the end of January. 

●      Iowa League Legislative Priorities: The 2017 Iowa Legislative Session begins on Monday, 
January 9th and the Iowa League of Cities has released their 2017 Legislative Priorities, which are 
focused on economic development, financial sustainability, water and wastewater infrastructure, home 
rule and public safety in the coming year. More information is attached to this week’s Update. 

●      Governing Magazine “Issues to Watch”: In the January edition of Governing Magazine, an 
article examines how national policy changes may affect state legislatures in the coming year. The 
article, “Issues to Watch: 13 of the Biggest Policies and Problems Legislatures will Confront in 2017,” 
identifies issues that may most likely rise to the top of the priority list for state legislatures. Those 
issues include immigration, the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare), infrastructure spending, policing, 
clean energy and higher education. The full article is attached to this week’s Update.   

●      Water/Wastewater Operator Recruitment: Interviews were held earlier this week for the 
water/wastewater position.  The selection committee will bring forward a candidate for City Council 
consideration at the January 17, 2017 City Council Meeting. 

●      Ballroom Dancing: West Branch Parks and Recreation has partnered with Kirkwood 
Community College to offer Ballroom Dance in Town Hall.  There will be 6 weekly classes starting 
January 10, 2017 and alternating on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The registration fee is $119 per couple.  
Registration and more information is available at Kirkwood Community College. 

●      Water Main Repairs: A water main break was found on Monday afternoon in the 300 block of 
East Main Street and repaired on Tuesday morning. A valve was replaced on Wednesday morning 
which led to a boil order for five businesses in the area. The Iowa Department of Inspections and 
Appeals was notified and provided instructions to the Mexico Lindo Bar and Cantina on appropriate 
operations during a boil order. The boil order was lifted this morning. 
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●      Urban Chickens Policy: The next meeting of the Animal Control Commission will be held on 
Tuesday, January 10th at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Blake Shultice and the 4th graders from West Branch 
Elementary School will be making a presentation to the members of the Animal Control Commission 
at that meeting concerning the potential for adoption of an urban chicken policy in West Branch.  All 
are welcome to attend and provide input to Commission Members on this issue as they start the 
process of considering a recommendation to the City Council. 

●      Christmas Tree Curbside Pick-Up: Public Works staff will pick up Christmas trees that are 
placed at the curb with plastic, ornamentation and stands removed until Friday, January 20, 2017. 
 Please call the City Office at (319) 643-5888 if your tree has not been picked up within a day or two 
of placement at the curb.  

●      MLK Event at Town Hall – January 16th, 5:30-8:30 p.m.: A Martin Luther King, Jr. event 
will take place in Town Hall on Monday, January 16th in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday.  Community members are invited to participate in a potluck and public reading from the 
works of Martin Luther King.  Potluck begins at 5:30.  

 ●      2017 Pet Tags Now Available: All cats and dogs over four months of age residing within the 
city limits must be registered annually with the City of West Branch. Please CLICK HERE for the 
Annual Pet Registration form. Registrations and tags for 2017 are also available at City Offices 
located at 110 North Poplar Street. When registering your pets, please provide current rabies 
vaccination papers at the time of registration. The fee for registering pets is $5. 

 
●      Upcoming City Meetings & Events:  Please see the Calendar of Events on the City Website 
http://westbranchiowa.org/home for a complete list of upcoming events. There are several meetings and 
other community events currently scheduled in the next few weeks: 
▪ Tuesday January 10th at 6:30 p.m.  Animal Control Commission  
▪ Wednesday January 11th at 6:30 p.m. Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting 
▪ Thursday January 12th at 6:30 p.m.  Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
▪ Monday January 16th – MLK Day    City Offices, Library, Park & Rec – Closed 
▪ Monday January 16th, 5:30-8:30 p.m.   Martin Luther King Jr. Event at Town Hall 
▪ Tuesday January 17th at 7:00 p.m.  Regular City Council Meeting 
▪ Tuesday January 17th (after Council) City Council Work Session 
▪ Thursday January 19th at 6:30 p.m.  Park & Recreation Commission Meeting 
▪ Tuesday January 24th at 7:00 p.m.  Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
▪ Tuesday January 31st at 7:00 p.m.  City Council Work Session 

 
The information provided is one-way communication and should not be discussed among 

you as this could be a violation of the open meeting law. 
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Iowa League of Cities 
2017 Legislative Priorities 
  
Economic Development 
Increase funding levels for quality of life initiatives and economic development programs 
such as nuisance abatement, CAT, RECAT, and the derelict building grant program; 
preserve economic development policies, such as tax increment finance, as flexible 
tools for economic growth in cities of all sizes; and provide programs and policies that 
further develop our local workforce to attract economic development to both rural and 
urban areas and help close the skills gap. 
 
Financial Sustainability 
Eliminate unfunded mandates; diversify revenue options available to local governments 
and protect existing revenue options and the services they support for the taxpayer; and 
continue to ensure the commercial and industrial property tax backfill. 
 
Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Advocate for additional funding sources and flexible policies related to water, 
wastewater, and storm water infrastructure development to meet the demands of 
increased environmental regulation for cities of all sizes and support a clean water 
supply and the protection of public health and the environment, including the 
development of opportunities for partnership with the agricultural community and 
environmental groups to meet these requirements. 
 
Home Rule 
Promote cities as innovation centers and the incubators of ideas; advocate for and 
sustain Home Rule and its flexibility to make decisions at the local level – where 
decisions are made closest to the people they impact and can be tailored to fit local 
conditions, needs, and concerns in order to better serve taxpayers. 
 
Public Safety 
Ensure cities have the adequate resources to provide and fund public safety services, 
including addressing costs under the Municipal Fire and Police Retirement System of 
Iowa (MFPRSI). 
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