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Street Rights-of-Way Reimagined:  The American Public Works Association (APWA) is featuring 
a story in their February 2016 edition of the APWA Reporter on Coralville’s efforts at stormwater 
management which includes the use of stormwater planter boxes installed within street rights-of-way 
aimed at holding, infiltrating and cleaning stormwater runoff.  The full article is attached to this 
week’s Update. 
 
Flood Insurance Deadline:  The following information was provided this week from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources: 
 
If a person owns a property that has been “newly” mapped into a special flood hazard area by a 
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) that became effective between October 1, 2008 and 
March 31, 2015, they may potentially be eligible to purchase flood insurance using the Newly 
Mapped Procedure (NMP) rating option. 
 
The benefit of the NMP option is that rates are equal to those for the lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy 
(PRP) rates for the first 12 months following the map revision.  After the initial year, the rate begins 
to transition to a full-risk rate with an annual rate increase of no more than 18% each year. 
 
The NMP rating option may be especially beneficial to those who own their home (and are therefore 
not subject to a lender requirement to purchase flood insurance) but are thinking of selling it in the 
next few years.  That is because, in addition to the lower rates, a policy written under the NMP is 
assignable to new owners as long as it is in-place and there is no lapse in coverage. 
 
In order to take advantage of this option, the policy must be effective by April 1, 2016.  Because 
most flood insurance policies have a 30-day mandatory waiting period, new policies would need to 
be submitted before March 1 (i.e., February 29th or sooner).  Note that, in order to be eligible for this 
option, the property must not currently be covered by a flood insurance policy. 
 
More information can be found in a fact sheet on the Newly Mapped Procedure 
(https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/104200) and Section 10 of the Flood 
Insurance Manual, (http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/110085). 
 
For more information about flood insurance or to locate an insurance agent who sells flood insurance 
in their area, go to www.FloodSmart.gov.   
 
Lynch Heights Subdivision:  The Planning & Zoning Commission will meet on Tuesday, February 
23rd at 7:00 p.m. to consider a rezoning proposal and preliminary plat from Lynchs Plumbing for an 
extension of Ohrt Street from W. Orange to Main Street.  The plan calls for 18 lots to be created and 
rezoned from Residence R-1 Single Family District to Residence R-2 Two Family District to allow 
for zero lot line homes (duplexes) to be constructed on these lots.

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/104200
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/110085


Presidents Day Holiday:  City Offices, the West Branch Public Library, and the Park & Recreation 
Department will be closed Monday February 15th in observance of the Presidents Day Holiday. As a 
result, our regular Council Meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday February 16th. 
 
Movies at the Library: The West Branch Public Library has two movie nights scheduled for 
February - one for adults and one for kids/families.  The library is holding another Library... After 
Hours movie night this Friday, February 12th at 7pm, showing the newest Bond movie for attendees 
21 and older.  The next Family Movie night is scheduled for February 27th at 7pm, showing a new 
Pixar movie.  Details on both can be found at wbpl.org (the family movie information will replace 
the Presidents Day details on the front page following the holiday).  As a reminder, the library is 
holding Winter Adult Reading Month and the Community Survey throughout February.  We 
encourage everyone to participate in both! 
 
4th Annual Dessert Auction Fundraiser: Main Street West Branch will hold their annual Dessert 
Auction Fundraiser on Saturday February 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the Brick Arch Winery. Please 
contact Executive Director Kevin Rogers at mainstreetwb@Lcom.net or 643-7100 for more info.   

 
4” Top Soil Requirements: Two new bills have been introduced in the Iowa Senate regarding 
topsoil requirements on building projects. Senate File 2094 would establish topsoil preservation 
requirements for certain residential construction sites. The bill was introduced by Senator Pam 
Jochum from Dubuque and was referred to the Natural Resources and Environment Committee.  
Senate File 2016, introduced by Senator Mark Chelgren, would require notice of topsoil removal in 
real estate disclosure statements. SF2106 has been referred to the Commerce Committee. 
 
Music on the Green Performances Announced:  The line-up for the “Music on the Green” 
Concert Series, sponsored by the National Park Service, City of West Branch and Main Street West 
Branch, has been announced.  Concerts will then be held every Thursday night in June and July. The 
concerts are free and start at 7:00 p.m. This year’s line-up includes everything from New Orleans 
jazz to Irish folk to Native American and world flute to Rockabilly. Please see the attached press 
release from the National Park Service for more details.  

Upcoming City Meetings & Events:  Please see the Calendar of Events on the City Website at 
http://westbranchiowa.org/home for a complete list of all upcoming events. There are several 
Council, Board and Commission Meetings and other events currently scheduled: 

  ▪ Friday, February 12th at 5:00 p.m.   Special City Council Meeting 
  ▪ Friday, February 12th, after Council mtg.  City Council Work Session 
  ▪ Saturday, February 13th at 7:00 p.m.   Main Street Dessert Auction Fundraiser 

     ▪ Monday, February 15th     Presidents Day Holiday  
  ▪ Tuesday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m.  Pajama Storytime at the Library 
  ▪ Tuesday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m.   City Council Meeting  
  ▪ Wednesday, February 17th, 2:00 p.m.   Afterschool Program at the Library 
  ▪ Thursday, February 18th, 6:30 p.m.   Park & Recreation Commission Meeting 
  ▪ Friday, February 19th at 10:00 a.m.   Preschool Storytime at the Library 
  ▪ Tuesday, February 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  Pajama Storytime at the Library 
  ▪ Tuesday, February 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 
  ▪ Wednesday, February 24th, 2:00 p.m.   Afterschool Program at the Library 
  ▪ Thursday, February 25th, 6:00 p.m.   Joint Work Session w/School Board 
  ▪ Thursday, February 25th, 7:00 p.m.   City Council Work Session 
  ▪ Friday, February 26th at 10:00 a.m.   Preschool Storytime at the Library 
 

The information provided is one-way communication and should not be discussed 
among you as this would be a violation of the open meeting law. 

http://wbpl.org/
mailto:mainstreetwb@Lcom.net
http://westbranchiowa.org/home
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West Branch Doubles “Music on the Village Green” Concert Dates 
at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

WEST BRANCH, IOWA— Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, in partnership with the City of West 

Branch and Main Street West Branch, invites visitors to an expanded series of special musical events 

this summer. The summer concerts begin with the West Branch High School Jazz Band on Tuesday, 

May 24.  

Then, starting June 2, the concerts continue every Thursday night in June and July. The concerts are 

free and begin at 7:00 p.m. at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site in West Branch, Iowa. The 

summer lineup features: 

• June 2: Tom Yates (Native American and world flute) 

• June 9: The Beggermen (Irish folk) 

• June 16: Dandelion Stompers (New Orleans jazz) 

• June 23: Cedar County Cobras (Rockabilly, Blues, Bluegrass, and Country blend) 

• June 30: Brown Otter Singers Song and Dance (Meskwaki song and dance) 

• July 7: Tanya English Band (Blues)  

• July 14: Las Guitarras de Mexico (Mariachi) 

• July 21: Highway Home (Bluegrass) 

• July 28: Flash In A Pan (Folk, Indie rock, and Bluegrass blend) 

The outdoor concerts take place on the Village Green at the intersection of Parkside Drive and Main 

Street in historic downtown West Branch.  The Village Green provides a classic small town setting in 

Herbert Hoover NHS News Release 
 

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
110 Parkside Drive 
PO Box 607 
West Branch, Iowa  52358 
 
319 643-2541 phone 
319 643-7864 fax 
www.nps.gov/heho 

 National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
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which to enjoy an evening of free entertainment. Ample parking is nearby, and people are 

encouraged to bring lawn chairs or ground blankets. In inclement weather the performances will be 

moved across Main Street to the West Branch Town Hall.  

Other important dates coming up include Herbert Hoover’s Hometown Days celebration this year 

on Friday, August 5 and Saturday, August 6, 2016.  And finally, the annual A Christmas Past event will 

take place on Friday, December 2 and Saturday, December 3, 2016.    

Last year the National Park Service launched its “Find Your Park” campaign which began a two year 

celebration commemorating its first 100 years of preservation and service to the public. “Find Your 

Park” is aimed at getting people out to experience all their national parks have to offer and to share 

their favorite stories about National Parks. Visit www.findyourpark.com to learn more. 

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site and the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum 

are in West Branch, Iowa at exit 254 off I-80. Both are open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central Time. 

For more information on these and other events, go online at www.nps.gov/heho or call (319) 643-

2541. 

 

- NPS - 
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