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Weekly Council Update 
 
●      Council Goal Setting:  The following goals were adopted at the September 21st 
Council Goal Setting Session.  Total votes for each item are noted in parentheses: 
 
1.  Street Upkeep (15) 
2.  Additional Amenities at Wapsi Creek (14) 
2.  Splash Pad (14)  
4.  New Salt Shed (12) 
4.  Business Incentive Plan (12) 
6.  N. Downey & East Main Street Sidewalks (11)  
6.  Complete I & I Phase II Work (11)  
8.  Continue to work on Emergency Communications System (9) 
9.   Preserve Golf Course (8) 
10. Trail Expansion (7) 
10. Creek Clean-Up (7) 
12. Adopt a PTO Plan with Disability/Maternity/Adoption Benefits (6) 
12. Flood Retention Structure (6) 

 
Other goals considered by the City Council included the following 
14. Later City Office hours (4) 
15. Police Evidence facility (2) 
16. Provide online payment option for Utility billing accounts (1) 
17. Police Recruitment Program (1) 
18. Paver crosswalks downtown 
19. Pilot Stormwater BMP 
20. Place cemetery information online 
21. Code Revisions 
22. Acquire Electronic Records System 
23. Define pay ranges for positions 

 
●      Reminder – Council Work Session, October 5th at 6:30:  Please keep in mind that 
the October 5, 2015 Council Work Session will take place prior to our regular meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Cedar County EMA Director Tim Mallot will present the Cedar County Multi-
Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan to the Council. 
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●      Planning & Zoning Commission to Update Comp Plan:  At their September 22, 
2015 Meeting, the P&Z Commission decided to move forward with an update of the Comp 
Plan. Chair John Fuller provided a discussion sheet (attached to this Weekly Council 
Update) and members of the Commission agreed to review one chapter of the plan and 
report back to the Commission at their November 24, 2015 Meeting.  
 
●      Prescription Drug Disposal Event and other PD News:  Reserve Officer Lynn 
Lovetinsky accepted prescription drugs from residents this morning. There was a steady 
stream of people dropping off unwanted drugs throughout the day. While there is not an 
estimate available at this time of the poundage of prescription drugs that were collected, 
Police Chief Mike Horihan reported that this year’s event had strong participation. 
 
Last month, we reported that the West Branch Police Department had provided ALICE 
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) active shooter training to new faculty in the 
school district. The PD is now preparing to provide age-appropriate ALICE education 
programs to school children. The training, planned for next month, is not designed to scare 
children, but rather prepare them with knowledge should they be faced with a violent 
situation including an active shooter situation. The goal of the training is to begin the mental 
preparation of recognizing, assessing, and responding to threats. ALICE is being taught 
around the country to law enforcement, college campuses, K-12 schools, private businesses 
and other social organizations who realize they need education on this topic. 
 
●      Park & Rec Commission Rescheduled for October 1st:  The Park & Rec 
Commission will meet on Thursday October 1st to discuss several items including the 
upcoming Park Vote on November 3rd and the Halloween Chili Supper and Costume 
Contest. 
 
●      Upcoming City Meetings & Events:  Please see the Calendar of Events on the City 
Website http://westbranchiowa.org/home for a complete list of upcoming events. There are 
several meetings and other community events currently scheduled in the next few weeks: 
 
▪ Tuesday September 29th at 6:30 p.m. Preservation Commission Meeting 
▪ Wednesday September 30th at 6:00 p.m.  WBHS Homecoming Parade 
▪ Thursday October 1st at 6:30 p.m.  Park & Rec Commission Meeting 
▪ Friday October 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  Homecoming Football Game vs. Durant 
▪ Saturday October 3rd at 7:00-11:00 a.m. City-Wide Clean Up  
▪ Monday October 5th at 6:30 p.m.   City Council Work Session 
▪ Monday October 5th at 7:00 p.m.  City Council Meeting 
▪ Thursday October 8th at 6:30 p.m.  Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
▪ Tuesday October 13th at 6:30 p.m.  Animal Control Commission Meeting 
▪ Monday October 19th at 7:00 p.m.  City Council Meeting 

 
 The information provided is one-way communication and should not be discussed 

among you as this would be a violation of the open meeting law. 

http://westbranchiowa.org/home
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