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CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA -AMENDED 
Monday, October 19, 2015 • 7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 110 North Poplar Street 
Action may be taken on any agenda item. 

1. Call to order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll call 
4. Welcome 
5. Approve Agenda/Consent Agenda/Move to action. 

a.    Approve minutes from the October 5, 2015 City Council Meeting. 
b. Approve minutes from the October 5, 2015 City Council Work Session. 
c.    Approve claims list #1. 
d. Approve claims list #2. 

6. Communications/Open Forum 
7. Public Hearing/Non-Consent Agenda 

a.    Rod Ness, Executive Director of the Cedar County Economic Development Corporation 
(CCEDCO) – CCEDCO Update.  

b. *Brian Boelk, HBK Engineering, LLC – Stormwater Best Management Practices Report  
c.    *City Engineer Dave Schechinger – Variance request on grade of Ohrt St. extension.  
d. *Approve Main Street closure for limited time at Mayor’s discretion in order to accommodate 

filming of West Branch promotional video by unmanned aerial vehicle./Move to action.  
e.    Resolution 1391, approving partial payment estimates numbers one and two (final) in the 

amount of $102,498.40 to L.L. Pelling Company, Inc. of North Liberty, IA and accepting the 
West Branch, IA Parkside Drive Improvements Project as substantially completed./Move to 
action.  

f.    Resolution 1392, to fix a date of meeting for a public hearing on amending the current budget 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015./Move to action. 

g. Resolution 1393, accepting the renewal of Right-of-Way Permit No.: RW 6470-15-001 by the 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site./Move to action. 

h. Resolution 1394, approving a Memorandum of Understanding between the Iowa Department 
of Administrative Services State Accounting Enterprise and the City of West Branch for 
Participation in the Income Offset Program./Move to action.   

8. City Staff Reports  
a.  Library Director Nick Shimmin – West Branch Public Library Annual Report 
b. Public Works Director Matt Goodale – Trees Forever Grant Application  
c.    Parks & Recreation Director Melissa Russell – Information on November 3, 2015 Public 

Measure K on West Branch Park Improvements Project 
d. *City Attorney Kevin Olson – Update on Officer Reimbursement Agreements 

9. Comments from Mayor and Council Members 
10. Adjournment 

   * Agenda amended on October 18, 2015 to include items 7b, 7c, 7d and 8d. 
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Date 10-19-15 City of West Branch  
 Claims Report #1   
   
All American Concrete, Inc. GF-Streets-Main St Sidewalk 5,157.01 
Alliant Energy GF-Parks & Rec 10,978.20 
Cedar County Treasurer GF – Streets 470.00 
Croell Redi-Mix Sewer – Lift Station     171.00 
Culligan Water GF-Fire 83.35 
Dearborn National GF-Administration  120.20 
Diamond Vogel RUT-Streets  774.30 
Dorsey & Whitney GF Legal Services 15,682.40 
Econo Signs RUT- Streets 97.20 
EFPTS Federal Withholdings 23,248.43 
Farmers Supply Sales, Inc. Sewer/RUT-Streets 278.07 
Fedeler, Brett Water-Utility Refund 70.08 
Hamilton, Brenda Water-Utility Refund 67.83 
Hawkins, Inc. Water 1,610.50 
Iowa Farm Equipment RUT- Streets- Equipment Supplies 165.87 
IMWCA GF-Workers Compensation 4,666.00 
ISWEP Stormwater-Training 230.00 
John Deere Financial Streets/Sewer           99.96 
Johnson, Michael Water-Utility Refund           26.07 
Kevin Olson GF-Legal Service     1,500.00 
Kluxdal, Dennis Water-Utility Refund           63.40 
Knoop, Abby GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 50.00 
Koenig, Cooper GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports           60.00 
Liberty Communications GF-Admin/PW/P&R/Police/Lib/TH     1,194.49 
Lowe’s Business  RUT-Streets    35.59 
Luneckas, Maddi GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports        60.00 
Luneckas, Trystin GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 100.00 
Main Street West Branch GF/Eco Devo-Annual Support 18,500 
Main Street West Branch GF/Eco Devo-RLF Sidewalk Payment 36,320.40 
McManis, Kris and Jean Water-Utility Refund 63.40 
Meier, Vickie Water-Utility Refund 68.95 
Metropolitan Compounds, Inc. RUT/Streets-Salt 1,592.00 
Midwest Janitorial Service GF-Admin, TH, Police, Library 646.56 
Murry, Jenae GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 30.00 
Novus Auto Glass Water-Vehicle Repair 214.00 
Oasis Electric Water/TH/Community & Cultural-HHTD 1209.21 
Parkside Service RUT-Streets 187.17 
Payroll Payroll Expense 9/25 20,371.79 
Play It Again Sports GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 17.98 
Plunkett’s Pest Control, Inc. GF/TH 95.18 
Port O Jonny, Inc. GF-Cemetery 87.00 
Proctor, Kaylee Water-Utility Refund 69.08 
Quill Corporation GF/Admin-Office Supplies 159.20 
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Rocha, Aleah GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 30.00 
Shanelle M. Peden GF/Cable-Payroll 150.00 
Shryock, Wendy Water-Utility Refund 68.95 
Thein, Trevor GF/Parks & Rec-Youth Sports 60.00 
Treasurer, State of Iowa IA Sales Tax July/Aug & St. With. 8/14, 8/28     9,787.52 
TRUGREEN GF/Parks & Rec-Lions Field 752.00 
United States Treasury Payroll Expense     1,029.56 
UPS GF-Parks & Rec/Admin/Water/Sewer/Etc. 197.69 
Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. GF/Water/Streets/Capital Projects 3,587.01 
Verizon Wireless GF-Police/Streets/Water/Sewer/P&R 775.00 
Watch Guard GF/Police-Equipment 4,620.00 
Zephyr GF/Cemetery-Poster Material 77.70 
 Grand Total 167,827.30 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1391 
 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTIAL PAYMENT ESTIMATES NUMBERS ONE AND 
TWO (FINAL) IN THE AMOUNT OF $102,498.40 TO L.L. PELLING  COMPANY, INC. OF 
NORTH LIBERTY, IA AND ACCEPTING THE WEST BRANCH, IOWA PARKSIDE DRIVE 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT AS SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETED. 
 
 
 
 WHEREAS, L.L. Pelling Company, Inc. of North Liberty, IA was awarded the 
construction contract for the West Branch, Iowa Parkside Drive Improvements Project (the 
“Project”) by the West Branch City Council through the passage of Resolution 1297 on April 20, 
2015 in the amount of $94,205.03; and 
 

WHEREAS, Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. had prepared and the City Council had previously 
approved a change order in the amount of $2,302.50 through the passage of Resolution 1346 on 
June 29, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. has prepared and the City Council had previously 

approved a second change order in the amount of $500.00 through the passage of Resolution 
1357 on July 20, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, material amounts of Driveway, PCC, 8”, HMA (3m Esal) Base ½”, HMA, 

Driveway, and painted pavement markings used on the project exceeded original estimates, 
bringing the final cost of the Project to $102,498.40; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. has declared that said Project has now been 
completed in accordance with the drawings and specifications on the Project, based on 
observations during construction, certification by the material suppliers, testing performed, and 
an on-site review of the completed construction by Project Engineer Dave Schechinger, P.E.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to accept the aforementioned 
Project as substantially completed. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the West Branch, Iowa, 
that Partial Payment Estimates Numbers One and Two (final) in the amount of $102,498.40 to 
L.L. Pelling Company, Inc. of North Liberty, IA are approved and the West Branch, Iowa 
Parkside Drive Improvements Project is accepted as substantially completed. 
  
 
 * * * * * * * * 
 
 Passed and approved this 19th day of October, 2015. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1392 

TO FIX A DATE OF MEETING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDING 
THE CURRENT BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2016. 

 

WHEREAS, budget estimates may be amended and increased as the need arises to permit 
appropriation and expenditure of unexpended cash balances on hand and unanticipated revenues; 
and; 

WHEREAS, such amendments may be considered and adopted at any time during the 
fiscal year covered by the budget (but prior to May 31) by filing the amendments and upon 
publishing them and giving notice of the public hearing in the manner required in the State Code; 
and; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council intends to amend the budget to provide for the following:  

Additional revenue from road use tax, bond proceeds and a transfer-in from local option sales 
taxes for the Fire Department Project and additional expenditures for the West Branch Village 
Trail Project, the Parkside Drive Road Improvement Project, the 4th Street Road Improvements 
Project, Main Street crossings and intersection improvements, legal services, miscellaneous 
expenditures for Hoover’s Hometown Days, and a transfer-out from local option sales taxes to 
the West Branch Fire Department.          
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, It Is Resolved by the Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa, as 
follows: 

Section 1. This Council shall meet on the 2nd day of November, 2015, at the City 
Council Chambers located at 110 N. Poplar Street, in the City, at 5:30 o’clock p.m., at which 
time and place a public hearing will be held on the question of amending the current budget for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. 

Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the proposed action for 
amending the current budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016, the time when and place 
where the said meeting will be held, by publication at least once, and not less than 10 nor more 
than 20 days before the date of said meeting, in a legal newspaper published at least once 
weekly, and of general circulation in the City.  The notice shall be in substantially the following 
form: 
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Mar-14
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Form 653.C1 AMENDMENT OF CURRENT CITY BUDGET

     The City Council of West Branch in CEDAR & JOHNSON County, Iowa
will meet at 

at 5:30 p.m. on November 2, 2015
(hour) (Date)

 ,for the purpose of amending the current budget of the city for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016
(year)

 by changing estimates of revenue and expenditure appropriations in the following functions for the reasons given.
 Additional detail is available at the city clerk's office showing revenues and expenditures by fund type and by activity.

Total Budget  Total Budget
as certified Current after Current

or last amended Amendment Amendment
Revenues & Other Financing Sources
Taxes Levied on Property 1 1,543,534 1,543,534
Less: Uncollected Property Taxes-Levy Year 2 0
   Net Current Property Taxes 3 1,543,534 0 1,543,534
Delinquent Property Taxes 4 0 0
TIF Revenues 5 150,000 150,000
Other City Taxes 6 196,453 196,453
Licenses & Permits 7 62,000 62,000
Use of Money and Property 8 4,900 4,900
Intergovernmental 9 492,304 50,000 542,304
Charges for Services 10 993,504 993,504
Special Assessments 11 0 0
Miscellaneous 12 52,100 52,100
Other Financing Sources 13 494,061 1,000,754 1,494,815
Total Revenues and Other Sources 14 3,988,856 1,050,754 5,039,610

Expenditures & Other Financing Uses
Public Safety 15 799,916 799,916
Public Works 16 532,186 532,186
Health and Social Services 17 0 0
Culture and Recreation 18 800,613 15,000 815,613
Community and Economic Development 19 59,973 59,973
General Government 20 251,047 50,000 301,047
Debt Service 21 436,253 436,253
Capital Projects 22 0 840,000 840,000
    Total Government Activities Expenditures 23 2,879,988 905,000 3,784,988
Business Type / Enterprises 24 847,830 847,830
Total Gov Activities & Business Expenditures 25 3,727,818 905,000 4,632,818
 Transfers Out 26 494,061 145,754 639,815
Total Expenditures/Transfers Out 27 4,221,879 1,050,754 5,272,633
Excess Revenues & Other Sources Over
(Under) Expenditures/Transfers Out Fiscal Year 28 -233,023 0 -233,023

Beginning Fund Balance July 1 29 1,253,523 587,564 1,841,087
Ending Fund Balance June 30 30 1,020,500 587,564 1,608,064

Explanation of increases or decreases in revenue estimates, appropriations, or available cash:

There will be no increase in tax levies to be paid in the current fiscal year named above related to the proposed 
budget amendment.  Any increase in expenditures set out above will be met from the increased non-property tax 
revenues and cash balances not budgeted or considered in this current budget.

City Clerk/ Finance Officer Name

City Council Chambers, 110 N. Poplar St., West Branch, IA

City Administrator/Clerk Matt Muckler

Additional revenue:  Intgov. = road use tax. Other financing sources = bond proceeds and transfer in from LOST for 
Fire Department Project. Additional expenditures: capital projects for West Branch Village Trail Project, Parkside 
Drive Road Improvement Project, 4th Street, Main St crossings projects. General governemnt = legal services. 
Culture and Recreation = Hoover's Hometown Days. Transfers out = from LOST to Fire Dept. Project.

1515



 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

Passed and approved this 19th day of October, 2015. 

 

 

      ______________________________ 

      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1393 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RENEWAL OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT 
NO.: RW 6470-15-001 BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 

INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, HERBERT HOOVER NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE 

 
 
  WHEREAS, the City of West Branch had previously been provided with a 
right-of-way permit to construct, operate and maintain an underground water line 
within the boundaries of the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site; and  
 
  WHEREAS, this right-of-way permit now approaches its expiration; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the National Park Service has prepared appropriate 
documentation for the renewal of this permit; and 

 
  WHEREAS, it is now necessary to accept the renewal of the right-of-way 
permit. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City 
of West Branch, Iowa, that the aforementioned right-of-way permit renewal is 
hereby accepted.   
 
 

* * * * * * * * 

 
 
   Passed and approved this 19th day of October, 2015. 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1394 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
STATE ACCOUNTING ENTERPRISE AND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH 

FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE INCOME OFFSET PROGRAM 
 
 
  WHEREAS, the Iowa Department of Administrative Services is requiring a 
new Memorandum of Understanding be signed and returned by all income offset 
program participants no later than October 31, 2015; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the income offset program provides the City’s water and sewer 
utilities with an important service in the collection of unpaid utility debts; and  

 
  WHEREAS, it is now necessary to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City 
of West Branch, Iowa, that the aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding is 
hereby accepted.   
 
 

* * * * * * * * 

 
 
   Passed and approved this 19th day of October, 2015. 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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Pedersen Valley 
 One adult and two little league baseball 

fields with bleachers 

 Concession stand with restrooms 

 Playground with Equipment 

 Creek restoration with native plantings 

 Stormwater retention basin to reduce 

excess water runoff 

 Trail system to connect the new 

amenities to the community 

Lions Field 

 Improved Fields 

 Install a permanent restroom facility 

 Accessibility improvements through new 

walkway.  

City of West Branch Parks 
Ballot: November 3rd, 2015 

Wapsi Creek Park 

 Restroom and shelter facility 

 Playground with equipment 

 Create a parking location for the park 

and Herbert Hoover Nature Trail. 

 2 new sand volleyball courts for large 

events (COMPLETED August 2015) 

 Install and update lighting for courts for 

better night use.  

Beranek Park New baseball fields will be added in Pedersen Valley 

complete with a concession stand and playground 

equipment.  New restrooms will be added to both 

Lions Field and Wapsi Creek Park.  Volleyball courts 

and lighting will be improved at Beranek Park. 

The City of West Branch Parks 

Public Measure vote will be 

Tuesday, November 3rd, 2015. 

The item on the ballot would allow 

the city to borrow funds to improve 

parks and trails throughout the 

Listed below are the improvements that 

will be conducted at each of the parks if 

this public measure passes. 

Funds for this project are already being collected 

through a Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) and no 

taxes or fees will increase due to a successful vote.  

The measure only allows the city to borrow funds 

that will be collected through LOST and Tax 

Increment Financing. Funds collected will 

complete a total project up to $4,000,000 in 

community parks and trail improvements. 

community. The list of items to be completed are 

listed on the right with the opposite side providing 

layouts for each location.  All residents within the 

city limits of West Branch will be eligible to vote for 

this measure. 
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Park Layouts 

Below are conceptual images created from designs by FEH Architects 

and HBK Engineering of the proposed improvements to park spaces.    

Lions Field 

Beranek Park 

Pedersen Valley Park and Ball fields 

Wapsi Park 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the Public Measure that will 

be on the ballot? 

The Public Measure will allow the City of 

West Branch to borrow money (issue 

bonds) totaling $4,000,000 to make park 

improvements. 

 

How will the  be Bonds be repaid? 

They will be repaid with  local option 

sales taxes (already approved by the 

voters in 2014) and tax increment 

financing.  Property taxes will not 

increase due to this public measure. 

 

What projects will be funded by the 

Public Measure? 

The West Branch Park Improvement 

project includes ball diamonds; volleyball 

court lighting improvements; playground 

equipment; concessions, restroom and 

shelter facilities; recreation trails; 

landscaping; parking lots; and the 

installation of related public 

infrastructure improvements. 

 

If the Public Measures pass, how much 

will property taxes increase? 

Property taxes will not change due to 

this Public Measure.  City Property taxes 

may increase or decrease for a number of 

reasons including assessed property value 

and actions within the legislature of the 

State of Iowa.   

 

How were park priorities decided? 

The City of West Branch and the Parks 

and Recreation commission conducted a 

survey of the residents in January and 

February of 2014.  Priorities were based 

on the responses given in that survey.   

Survey results may be found at 

www.goo.gl/gTrwSc.   

 

Does this public measure require a 

simple majority to pass? 

A super majority(60% of West Branch 

residents) would be required for passage 

of the Public Measure. 

 

How will these projects affect 

stormwater runoff in Pedersen Valley? 

The proposed improvements will include 

several measures to promote infiltration 

and improve stormwater quality.  Native 

Prairie vegetation will be planted 

adjacent to the creek to reduce erosion 

and open areas will be seeded to stabilize 

areas that are currently subject to 

erosion.  Infiltration will be further 

enhanced through EPA Stormwater Best 

Management Practices where feasible.    
 

Runoff  from the developed area of the 

park will be directed to a stormwater 

retention basin where the water will be 

released at a rate much lower than the 

existing conditions. 

 

How will the natural gas pipeline 

affect the Pedersen Valley project? 

Great care has been taken when creating 

the park plans to prevent costs and future 

problems that might occur from 

adjacency to the pipeline.  The pipeline is 

only minimally crossed by pavement to 

connect parking lot areas and no 

structures will exist on it.  In addition 

structures will be located further away 

from the pipeline than many houses in 

the area that are also adjacent.   

 

Parks &  
Recreation 

Commission 

Mike Fryauf 
 

Cory Nalan 
 

Liz Seydel 
 

Becky Hosier 

 

Shane Staker 
 

Beth Noe 
 

Angie Miller 
 

For more information, contact 

a parks & recreation 

commission member! 
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Refreshments will be provided! 

How does this vote affect future 

plans for parks and city facilities? 

This park plan is considered the first 

phase of four in an overall 

community improvement plan 

including a new community center, 

library, and  pool.  Residents will 

have an opportunity to vote 

approval on each of these following 

phases separately such that a vote 

for or against this phase does not 

provide consent or opposition to 

future phases.  

 

If the Public Measure passes, can 

the list of park projects be 

changed? 

The list of projects cannot be 

changed though the aspects of each 

part however may be altered slightly 

to meet design and construction 

requirements.  Income received 

from these ballot measures may not 

be used for any other purposes than 

what is identified in the language 

specified.   

 

Why conduct these park 

improvements? 

Bettering the parks in West Branch: 

 Improve the quality of life of 

existing residents 

 Encourage both residential and commercial growth 

 Allow for residents to participate in local events rather than in larger nearby communities 

 Foster community interaction  

Voting Information 
Polling Locations 
Cedar County Residents 

West Branch Town Hall 

205 E Main St. 

West Branch, IA  52358 
 

Johnson County Residents 

Iowa City Church of Christ 

4643 American Legion Rd. Iowa 

City, IA  52240  

 

General Election 
November 3, 2015 
 

Polls Open 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 

Questions?  Contact... 
Melissa Russell 

(319)430-

melissa@westbranchiowa.org 

Satellite Voting  
West Branch High School 

900 W Main St. 

October 25, 2015 

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
 

West Branch Fire Station 

102 S 2nd St.  

October 31, 2015 

2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 
Sample Ballot 

If you have questions… 

Information Night 

 

October 22nd, 2015 

6:00p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 

110 N Poplar St. 
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